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M ary Lou Stanley, 91, of Decatur died peacefully on the 1st day of January
2025 in Spartanburg, SC. Visitation will be Friday, January 10, 2025, at 10 AM
and Ceremony at 11 AM at Central Christian Church in Decatur, IL. A private burial
will be held at Graceland Cemetery. The family asks that any donations in her
memory are made to Central Christian Church. Mrs. Stanley was born August 13,
1933, in Dodge City, Kansas to Ruby Gertrude and William Bert Reid. In 1954, Mary
Lou graduated from Kansas State and received an additional degree in Education
from the University of Minnesota in 1955. She taught 2nd Grade in Rochester,
Minnesota. This is where she met her future husband, Charles Otis Stanley. Together
they moved to Decatur Il, where he joined the Stanley Medical Practice, and started
their beautiful family. Mrs. Stanley was a proud member and former president of
Decatur Medical Auxiliary. She worked passionately by her husband’s side, Dr.
Charles Stanley, as he worked to improve the medical care in Decatur. She served on
the board of Kemmerer Village Children's Home and was an active member of PEO
and the Junior Welfare. She was a member of Central Christian Church, and a
member of the Country Club of Decatur. Mary Lou was preceded in death by her
husband, Charles Otis Stanley. Charles was her whole world, as was her loving family.
They were married for 67 wonderful years and shared a passion of travel to Portugal,
Italy, Russia, Curacao and many more destinations. The two of them enjoyed long
antique car rides through Decatur, what they always referred to as “God’s Country,’
side by side while admiring the view together. Mary Lou enjoyed gardening,
traveling, playing bridge, tennis, reading, and spending time and sharing a glass of
chardonnay with her family and friends. The family German Shepherds were a big
part of her life. It came as a surprise to many of us how much joy her rescue cat, Otis,
brought her this past year. Mary Lou's smile was infectious, and many of us will
fondly remember her friendly wink. She was deeply respected and loved by her
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Obituary Mary Lou Stanley

MAR 13, 1933 - JAN 1, 2025

family, friends and community. Mary Lou will be truly missed. She is survived by
her son, Bill Stanley of Atlanta, GA, daughters, Patti Moran of Spartanburg, SC; Sara
Reynolds of Seattle, WA; grandsons, Charles (Lindsey) Floyd of Spartanburg, SC;
Patrick Moran of Spartanburg, SC; granddaughters, Jamie Moran of Little River, SC;
Katherine (Tucker) Hopp of Seattle, WA; Elizabeth (Peter) Gruene of Newport Beach,
CA; Jennifer (Don) Bollard of Auburn, CA; Hannah (Gage) Sumrall of Bentonville,

AR; 4 great-grandchildren, Ruby Gruene, Alice Gruene, Georgia Hopp and Jack
Bollard.
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MAR 13, 1933 - JAN 1, 2025

Visitation e
W-North St.
ﬁ Friday, January 10, 2025 o
(® 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT
W Williarn St
(© central Christian Church
.650 West William Street, Decatur IL 62522
Funeral Service 0
W North St.
ﬁ Friday, January 10, 2025 o
(® 1M1:00AM CT
W Williarn St
(© central Christian Church
.650 West William Street, Decatur IL 62522
Cemetery Details
(© Graceland Cemetery o
2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526

Q. (217) 615-0724
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Grant Street
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tel:(217) 615-0724
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.8438626,-88.9643131
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.8438626,-88.9643131
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.8629533,-88.9737717

a Tribute Wall Mary Lou Stanley

w MAR 13, 1933 - JAN 1, 2025
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Robert And Kari Kraus And Family planted a grove of 25 Memorial Trees in honor
of Mary.

January 10 at 12:32 PM

Mary Kay & Greg sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Stanley family.

January 8 at 4:26 AM

Mary Kay & Greg planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Mary.

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Stanley family.

January 7 at 12:36 PM

Connie Matherly lit a candle in honor of Mary.

January 8 at 4:26 AM

| worked caring for the many flower gardens Mary Lou & Doc had at there beautiful
homestead. She was a caring & loving soul. | am blessed to have known them both. !
RIP Mary Lou with your belly Charles. =

January 5 at 10:36 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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